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ANNCR: 

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT HAS UPHELD A GOVERNMENT REGULATION 
THAT IS DESIGNED TO PREVENT A SINGLE COMPANY FROM MONOPOLIZING 
A COMMUNITY'S NEWS MEDIA. CHRIS KERN REPORTS. 

VOICE: 

ONE OF THE MEANINGS OF THE U.S. CONSTITUTION'S FREE FRESS 
GUARANTEE IS THAT ANYONE WHO WANTS TO PUBLISH A NEWSPAPER IS FREE 
TO DO SO WITHOUT FIRST GETTING PERMISSION FROM THE GOVERNMENT. 
BUT THAT FREE PRESS RIGHT HAS NEVER BEEN EXTENDED TO RADIO AND 
TELEVISION STATIONS, WHICH -- LIKE NEWSPAPERS == ARE OPERATED 
BY PRIVATE OWNERS IN THIS COUNTRY BUT WHICH -- UNLIKE THE PRESS -- 
ARE REGULATED BY A GOVERNMENT AGENCY. 

JUST HOW FAR THAT GOVERNMENT CONTROL SHOULD EXTEND HAS 
BEEN THE SUBJECT OF BOTH DEBATE AND LITIGATION FOR THE 50 YEARS 
SINCE FULL~SCALE GOVERNMENT REGULATION OF AMERICAN BROADCASTING 
BEGAN, LATELY, THERE HAS BEEN TALK OF REDUCING REGULATION TO 
AN ABSOLUTE MINIMUM AND LETTING ECONOMIC FORCES DETERMINE THE 
FUTURE OF THE INDUSTRY. BUT NOW, IN A UNANIMOUS DECISION, THE 
U.S. SUPREME COURT HAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE ISSUE IS A 
POLITICAL, NOT A LEGAL, ONE -- RULING THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S 
AUTHORITY TO REGULATE BROADCASTING, IF IT WANTS TO, IS VERY BROAD 
INDEED, 

THE COURT'S DECISION UPHOLDS A GOVERNMENT REGULATION THAT 
PROHIBITS ANY NEWSPAPER OWNER FROM ACQUIRING A RADIO OR TELEVISION 
STATION IN THE SAME COMMUNITY WHERE HE PUBLISHES HIS PAPER, THE 
RULE WAS DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE EDITORIAL COMPETITION AMONG A 
COMMUNITY'S NEWS MEDIA BY MAKING DIVERSITY OF OWNERSHIP ONE OF 
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THE MAIN CRITERIA FOR AWARDING A BROADCAST LICENSE. EXISTING 
NEWSPAPER-BROADCAST OPERATIONS WERE GENERALLY ALLOWED TO STAND, 
EXCEPT IN A FEW CASES WHERE THERE WAS NO OTHER SOURCE OF LOCAL 
NEWS IN A PARTICULAR TOWN, 

THE GOVERNMENT REGULATION WAS CHALLENGED BOTH BY VARIOUS 
NEWS MEDIA ASSOCIATIONS, WHICH SAID THE RULE WASN'T NECESSARY, 
AND SY A PUBLIC INTEREST GROUP, WHICH ARGUED THAT ALL EXISTING 
NEWSPAPER-BROADCAST OPERATIONS SHOULD BE SPLIT UP, BUT THE 
SUPREME COURT UPHELD THE REGULATION AS ORIGINALLY WRITTEN, 
AFFIRMING THE GOVERNMENT'S BROAD AUTHORITY TO ISSUE RULES FOR 
BROADCAST OWNERSHIP AND OPERATION THAT ARE DESIGNED TO PROMOTE 
THE EXPRESSION OF DIFFERING EDITORIAL OPINIONS. 

AT A TIME WHEN NEWSPAPER READERSHIP SEEMS TO BE DECLINING 
AND WHEN MORE AND MORE AMERICANS APPEAR TO BE RELYING ON 
RADIO AND TELEVISION FOR NEWS, FAILING NEWSPAPERS IN THIS 
COUNTRY HAVE SOMETIMES TRIED TO STAY ALIVE BY ACQUIRING A BROADCAST 
STATION. IN THAT WAY, PROFITS FROM BROADCASTING CAN MAKE UP FOR 
OWINDLING NEWSPAPER INCOME, NOW THAT OPTION HAS BEEN FORECLOSED, 
BUT WHILE THAT MAY MEAN SOME NEWSPAPERS WILL DIE, THE GOVERNMENT 
AGENCY THAT REGULATES AMERICAN BROADCASTING ARGUES THAT, IN 
THE LONG RUN, THE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT OPINIONS AVAILABLE TO 
THE PUBLIC WILL BE ENLARGED. 
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